
Submitting a PDF to a servlet 

A lot of times I get asked “How do I submit PDF to a servlet?”  All you need to do is write a simple servlet 
which can process the data. Once you are able to submit the form to the servlet, you can save the pdf to 
local file system or your DB. You can even email it to different people 

The following steps are needed to accomplish this task 

 Write a simple servlet( I have attached the sample code) 

 Design the form using live cycle designer. Drag a submit button on to the form. Change the 
control type of the submit button to Submit(As shown below) 

 

Next click on the submit tab. Specify the settings as shown in the screen shot below 

Submit to URL – This is the url on which your servlet is deployed 

In the screen shot  it is “http:8080/ginger/SaveToFile/SavePdf” where ginger is the name of the server, 
SaveToFile is the name of the war file and SavePdf is the name of the servlet 

Make sure the Submit AS is set to “PDF”. This will ensure that the whole pdf  is submiited 

Save the form as PDF. If you need to submit the form using Reader you will have to enable usage rights . 
To do this open the saved form using acrobat 8 or 9. Go to “Advanced | Extend Features in Adobe 
Reader”. Save the form, you can then distribute this form to other people who can now use Reader to 
submit your form 

Deploy the war file into your  server(jboss/tomcat) 



Open the form and hit the submit button 

If all goes well, you should see a copy of the pdf written to the C:  directory of the server 

 

 





    
    
    SavePdf.java
    
    


SavePdf.java/*
 * To change this template, choose Tools | Templates
 * and open the template in the editor.
 */

package com.merge.fuse;

import java.io.*;
import java.net.*;
import javax.servlet.http.*;
import javax.servlet.*;

/**
 *
 * @author gbedekar
 */
public class SavePdf extends HttpServlet {
   
    /** 
    * Processes requests for both HTTP <code>GET</code> and <code>POST</code> methods.
    * @param request servlet request
    * @param response servlet response
    */
    protected void processRequest(HttpServletRequest request, HttpServletResponse response)
    throws ServletException, IOException {
        response.setContentType("text/html;charset=UTF-8");
        PrintWriter out = response.getWriter();
        try {
            ServletInputStream is = request.getInputStream();
            File f = new File("C:\\submittedPDF.pdf");
            FileOutputStream fos = new FileOutputStream(f);
          byte[] fileBytes = new byte[1024];
            int data = is.read(fileBytes);
            while(data!= -1)
            {
                 System.out.println("Got Bytes...."+fileBytes.length);
                       fos.write(fileBytes,0,data);
                       data = is.read(fileBytes);
            }
              
         
      is.close();
      fos.close();
            System.out.println("File Written");
            
            /* TODO output your page here
            out.println("<html>");
            out.println("<head>");
            out.println("<title>Servlet SavePdf</title>");  
            out.println("</head>");
            out.println("<body>");
            out.println("<h1>Servlet SavePdf at " + request.getContextPath () + "</h1>");
            out.println("</body>");
            out.println("</html>");
            */
        } finally { 
            out.close();
        }
    } 

    // <editor-fold defaultstate="collapsed" desc="HttpServlet methods. Click on the + sign on the left to edit the code.">
    /** 
    * Handles the HTTP <code>GET</code> method.
    * @param request servlet request
    * @param response servlet response
    */
    protected void doGet(HttpServletRequest request, HttpServletResponse response)
    throws ServletException, IOException {
        processRequest(request, response);
    } 

    /** 
    * Handles the HTTP <code>POST</code> method.
    * @param request servlet request
    * @param response servlet response
    */
    protected void doPost(HttpServletRequest request, HttpServletResponse response)
    throws ServletException, IOException {
        processRequest(request, response);
    }

    /** 
    * Returns a short description of the servlet.
    */
    public String getServletInfo() {
        return "Short description";
    }
    // </editor-fold>
}
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Clicking on the submit button ,will save a copy of this file on your server's c drive. The name of the file would 
be submittedPdf.pdf








META-INF/MANIFEST.MF

Manifest-Version: 1.0

Ant-Version: Apache Ant 1.7.0

Created-By: 1.6.0_03-b05 (Sun Microsystems Inc.)










META-INF/context.xml

 






WEB-INF/classes/com/merge/fuse/SavePdf.class

package com.merge.fuse;
public synchronized class SavePdf extends javax.servlet.http.HttpServlet {
    public void SavePdf();
    protected void processRequest(javax.servlet.http.HttpServletRequest, javax.servlet.http.HttpServletResponse) throws javax.servlet.ServletException, java.io.IOException;
    protected void doGet(javax.servlet.http.HttpServletRequest, javax.servlet.http.HttpServletResponse) throws javax.servlet.ServletException, java.io.IOException;
    protected void doPost(javax.servlet.http.HttpServletRequest, javax.servlet.http.HttpServletResponse) throws javax.servlet.ServletException, java.io.IOException;
    public String getServletInfo();
}







WEB-INF/web.xml
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index.jsp

<%-- 
    Document   : index
    Created on : Jun 26, 2009, 12:19:18 PM
    Author     : gbedekar
--%>

<%@page contentType="text/html" pageEncoding="UTF-8"%>
<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN"
   "http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/loose.dtd">

<html>
    <head>
        <meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=UTF-8">
        <title>JSP Page</title>
    </head>
    <body>
        <h2>Hello World!</h2>
    </body>
</html>





